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Join UJA and thousands of New Yorkers as we march up Fifth Avenue 
to show our support and pride in Israel on its 70th birthday.  
Celebrate — Tel Aviv-style —  and join our float: Israeli DJ, beach party, 
fun giveaways, and more. 

And this year, to honor this milestone occasion, when you register and 
march with us, you’ll be entered to win two round-trip tickets  
to Israel!

Join Us 
ujafedny.org/celebrate-israel-parade

CELEBRATE ISRAEL 
SUNDAY, JUNE 3, 2018
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Jews, all over the world, have 
been saying these words for 
2,000 years. Millions of tears 
have been shed 
clinging to the 

hope that – one day 
– these words would 
come true. Incredibly, 
after all that has hap-
pened to our Nation, 
Jews are still begging 
Hashem for this prayer 
to come to fruition. In 
English, its just 4 words 
and every child knows 
them by heart. What 
is this special Tefilah? 
Simple: “Next Year in 
Jerusalem”. The prob-
lem, however, is that while we all say 
it, very few actually understand what 
it means.

Without a doubt, the overwhelming 
majority of Jews will tell you that it is 
a prayer for the Bet Ha’Mikdash. 2,000 
years ago the focal point of our service 
to Hashem was destroyed and since 
then, we have been begging our King 
to restore Jerusalem to its splendor and 
glory. This sounds nice and we definite-
ly want the Bet Ha’Mikdash rebuilt as 
soon as possible, but I have bad news 
for you; that’s not what “Next Year in 
Jerusalem” means at all. 

I will write it again so that this point 
is very clear. Yes, we want the holy 
Temple and without it, our Torah is 
incomplete. The Kohen Gadol, sacrific-
es, incense, Menorah, singing Levites 
plus all the laws of “Tuma and Tahara” 
(impurity and purity) are difficult for us 
to comprehend until we live them on a 
daily basis. Hundreds of pages in the 
Talmud - which discuss the intricate de-
tails of the korbanot, the gifts brought to 
the Bet Ha’Mikdash and concepts such as 
Teruma and Ma’aser - are merely intellec-
tual exercises until our reality changes. 
We pray 3 times each day for Hashem 
to rebuild the Bet Ha’Mikdash and allow 

us to take these concepts and turn them 
into actions. However, while all that is 
true, I remain with my original point 

that the words “L’Shana 
ha’ba’ah b’Yerushalayim” 
– Next Year in Jerusa-
lem – means something 
else.

So what does  i t 
mean? The answer is 
simple because the 
prayer is simple. For 
2,000 years Jews have 
begged Hashem for one 
thing; to bring us back 
to Jerusalem. .. to kiss 
the holy stones and roll 
in its dust. Jews in Tur-
key, Yemen, Poland and 

Russia had one dream… to walk the 
streets of Jerusalem. That’s it. Yes, they 
also wanted the Bet Ha’Mikdash and the 
Sanhedrin and the return of the Davidic 

dynasty, but that would be steps 2, 3 
and 4. The beautiful Jews who held on 
to the Torah despite the persecutions, 
crusades, blood libels, and pogroms did 
so because they hoped for something 
far simpler; that one day they would 
see the sun rise in Jerusalem. Even as 
these Yidden were thrown out of Spain, 
gassed in Auschwitz or beaten in the 
streets of Syria they held on to the 
dream that the day would come when 
they would breathe the air of Jerusalem. 
Those 4 words kept them going and – no 
matter what – they never let the haters 
and anti-Semites take it from them. The 
words “Next Year in Jerusalem” were 
their prized possession…

An excellent example of this was 
in a recent speech by Miriam Peretz, 

the mother of 2 IDF soldiers killed in 
battle. Despite the unimaginable pain 
of losing 2 sons, Uriel in 1998 in a battle 
in Lebanon and Eliraz in 2010 while 
fighting Hamas in Gaza, this incredible 
woman travels the world speaking and 
giving strength to others. Her positive 
message about Israel and Jewish unity 
is something we must all listen to and 
apply to our lives. Instead of focusing 
on the negative and the pain, Miriam 
Peretz motivates and inspires. Last 
month, the State of Israel awarded her 
with the Israel Prize and she delivered 
a powerful speech during the festivities 
on Yom Ha’atzmaut. She spoke about 
her childhood in Morocco (in the early 
1960’s), and how her father spoke about 
Jerusalem. Allow me to quote a few 
sentences from her amazing speech.

“Each night my father would tell me 
about a city he did not know, nor that he 
even saw in pictures, whose description 

passed from father to son. The city was 
Jerusalem. It had trees that dripped 
with honey and milk… Each time he 
pronounced the word ‘Yerushalayim’, 
my father would press 2 fingers to his 
lips and murmur its name with a sense 
of sanctity, while kissing each letter.”

She then said a line that gave me 
chills up and down my spine. “In 1964, 
my father’s dream was fulfilled and we 
came to Jerusalem; a transit camp in 
Beersheba where we lived until 1969.”

Let me summarize those few lines. 
Miriam Peretz’s father, never saw Jeru-
salem – not even in pictures!! Although 
he was living in Casablanca, Morocco 
he prayed every day; “Next Year in 
Jerusalem” and when he said that last 
word, he pressed his fingers against his 

mouth and kissed them! To top it all off, 
not only did the word “Jerusalem” not 
mean the Bet Ha’Mikdash (as I stated 
above)… it didn’t even mean Jerusa-
lem!!! That word meant “Israel” – he 
was praying, dreaming, hoping and 
yearning that the day would come when 
he would leave Morocco and simply 
come to Israel.

That is exactly my point. For 2,000 
years Jews begged Hashem, “Please, 
our Father – bring us back to our holy 
city. Yes, Father, even though that city 
does not have the Bet Ha’Mikdash – at 
this time - and even if that city is called 
Netanya or Ashdod, help us leave the 
lands of the goyim. We realize that 
things in the land are not perfect but 
bring us there and we will work the land 
to make it better! We will plant trees, 
build homes and return the greatness 
of Torah to Zion. Please, answer our 
prayer: Next year in Jerusalem!!!”

Dearest friends; only one question 
remains. What would our grandfathers 
and grandmothers have done if “Next 
Year in Jerusalem” could have meant 
simply purchasing an airline ticket? 
They cried while we play. They dreamt 
about Jerusalem while we dream about 
the Bahamas. They saved every penny 
to (hopefully) send one family member 
to Israel while we waste thousands on 
useless gadgets and golf outings. 

The time has come for us to bring 
the dream to life! Say what you mean 
and mean what you say. “Next Year in 
Jerusalem”… for every Jew in the world! 
Its 4 simple words that can – and will – 
change Jewish history forever.

Shmuel Sackett is the Chairman of Zehut 
International. He made Aliyah in 1990 and 
lives in Herziliya. Baruch Hashem he and 
his wife, Rhonda, have been blessed with 
6 children and 10 grandchildren, bli’ ayin 
hara, and they’re just getting started! Their 
dream is for Am Yisrael to live in Eretz 
Yisrael according to Torat Yisrael. Come 
join them! 

The 2,000 Year Old Prayer
By Shmuel Sackett

Shmuel Sackett

What would our grandfathers and grandmothers 
have done if “Next Year in Jerusalem” could have 

meant simply purchasing an airline ticket?
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Q. Sources in 
the Israeli me-
dia are predict-
ing that you will 
be the surprise 
of the next elec-
tions. Why?

A. The last 2 
elections saw new 
parties succeed 
beyond what all 
polls had predict-
ed. First it was 
Yair Lapid who 
was polling at 8 
seats and received 
19 and then it was 
Moshe Kachlon 
who was polling 
at 6 and received 
10. People are tired of the recycled 
politicians they keep seeing in Israel 
and, indeed, are looking for some-

thing new. You 
are 100% correct. 
The media is pre-
dicting that my 
party - ZEHUT - 
will be this year’s 
surprise and let 
me explain why.

There is a deep 
need today for 
serious solutions 
and for a fresh 
new kind of pol-
itics. Zehut offers 
both! Take a look 
at what has been 
h a p p e n i n g  a l l 
over the world; a 
wave of unantic-
ipated victories. 
President Trump 

in the USA, Brexit in the UK, President 
Macron in France. What is the com-
mon denominator? What are voters 

looking for these days? The first is 
identity (that’s what “Zehut” means 
- “identity”!). When you say “Make 
America Great Again,” what you are 
looking for is identity. Same thing in 
the UK, they want to be British again, 
not swallowed up by the European 
Union. People want to feel proud of 
their country. The second is the wish 
to “drain the swamp,” to replace the 
old boy network and its corruption. 
Zehut represents the exact combina-
tion of these two basic needs, and is 
the only political party in Israel today, 
with this vision and ideology. This is 
why political experts are predicting 
that the global phenomenon has a 
strong chance of occurring in Israel as 
well... through the Zehut party.

Q. Let’s go back to the early 90s. 
You were the leading activist against 
the Oslo Accords and the entire 
right-wing was fighting it. Today, 

it seems as though everyone has ac-
cepted it, including Naftali Bennett 
of the Bayit Yehudi party, with his 
plan for Areas A, B, and C directly 
taken from the terminology of Oslo. 
You are still against Oslo. Why? 
What happened?

A. Well, I think only those who 
fight with the will to win kept this 
fresh, free spirit that you need to bring 
in order to come with a solution. If 
you surrender to this Oslo mentality, 
that I call the peace industry, you 
don’t have the tools to offer a genuine 
solution. In Judaism there is an ex-
pression “a slave cannot free himself 
from prison.” Because we kept our 
spirits free by fighting Oslo with all 
our might, we can offer real solutions 
today. 

Q. In your opinion, how does 
Netanyahu see Israel 20 years from 

The Surprise Of Israel’s Next Elections
The Jewish Press Interviews Former Deputy Speaker Of The Knesset; Moshe Feiglin

Moshe Feiglin, 
Chairman of the Zehut party
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Zehut volunteers 

now, how does Bennett see Israel 20 
years from now, and how do you see 
Israel 20 years from now?

A. I honestly don’t think that Net-
anyahu and Bennett have a vision for 
the future, so I couldn’t tell you what 
it might be. I, however, see Israel as a 
state that the whole world will look 
to as an “Ohr La’Goyim” (a light unto 
the nations) for spiritual and moral 
direction. This is our entire raison 
d’etre. Israel is a tool for implementing 
the goal of the Jewish Nation, which 
is “tikun olam b’malchut shakai”, fixing 
the world in the Kingdom of G-d. 
The Jewish Nation blazed a trail with 
the concept of monotheism, and the 
modern state of Israel should continue 
along that same path. 

Q. The people reading this in-
terview love Israel, but for various 
reasons are not coming to move 
here. When you lead the country, 
what will you do to bring these Jews 
home?

A. I will not do anything to bring 
them; they will come by themselves. 
There is a reason why all the big 
waves of aliyah only came from poor 
countries. The 20s brought Jews from 
Eastern Europe. Jews came largely 
from Arab countries in the 50s, and 
the 70s and 90s brought Jews en masse 
from Russia. The ironclad rule of 
Jewish history is that Jews migrate 
toward greater economic freedom. 
Waves of Jews never came from free 
countries that let the citizens develop 
their personal and economic lives by 
themselves. It’s not about bringing the 
Jews here; it’s about creating an economy 
that they would love to join. It’s estimated 
that there are a million Israelis living 
in America, primarily in the New 
York, South Florida and Los Angeles 
areas. Why? Because the American 
government brought them from Israel 
with a box of goodies? No, it’s because 
America simply did not interfere with 
their lives and gave them the freedom 
to develop themselves. This is exactly 
what we’re going to do in Israel: free 
the economy, lower taxes, eliminate 
tariffs, and deregulate. You’ll be able to 
drink Tropicana orange juice in Israel 
and buy a minivan for the same price 
as you did in America. You’ll be able 
to produce whatever you want and 
buy whatever you want, so that what 
happened in the free parts of the Israeli 
economy like hi-tech, will spread to 
the other parts as well. You’re going to 

have a free economy, free trade, pros-
perity, and freedom in education. You 
know all the schools in Israel are essen-
tially public schools, which leads to the 
same sorts of dysfunction that you see 
with public schools in America. With 
my plan, you’ll have the education that 
you want, have more money in your 
pocket and the economy will flourish. 
That will bring waves of aliyah of 
young Jews from the United States. 
The fact that we did not have waves 
of aliyah from the United States is an 
indictment of the Israeli economy and 
crazy bureaucracy. 

The other side of the coin is that ev-
ery Jew should know that the concept 
of the Diaspora is slowly disappearing. 
Soon the majority of Jews will live in 
Israel and, already today, there’s no 
Jew on earth who wants to come to 
Israel but cannot. Therefore, with the 
disappearance of “The Diaspora”, the 
ability to keep one’s Jewish identity 
outside of Israel will disappear as 
well. If you think that because you are 
keeping Torah and mitzvot that you 
will be able to transfer that identity to 
your grandchildren, it’s not necessarily 
true. It doesn’t matter how religious 
you are. If you don’t come to Israel, 
your grandchildren may not remain 

Jewish. Sad, but very true.
So, it’s a two-way street. On one 

hand, we have our responsibility to 
create the kind of Israel that generates 
enthusiasm and attracts young people 
to this beautiful land that is literally 
flowing with milk and honey. And in 
parallel, you have the responsibility 
to come on your own to keep your 
children and grandchildren Jewish. 
We both need to be take an active role 
in this and work together! 

Q. A lot of people are not com-
fortable with the Israeli educational 
system. You have spoken a lot about 
this issue, and have a revolutionary 
idea. What is it?

A. We are talking about a voucher 
system. Israel today is number five or 
six in the world in terms of educational 
spending. It’s about 3,000 shekels each 
month per student, but the centralized 
bureaucracy swallows most of the 
money, and only pennies goes toward 
the real needs of schools. We’re talking 
about changing it and giving a voucher 
for about 2,000 shekels per student per 
month. Parents will be able to use that 
voucher in any school they want, or to 
band together with other parents and 

start their own school. This voucher 
system has succeeded all over the 
world. We’re talking about returning 
the responsibility from the state to 
where it belongs: to you, the parents. 
The best teachers will receive among 
the highest salaries in the country and 
will stand on line for the privilege of 
giving our children the best possible 
education. 

Q. Every politician says one thing 
during the campaign and then acts 
completely differently when elected. 
Will this happen to you as well?

A. I was already in the Knesset, 
and those who follow my track record 
know that my feet go exactly where my 
mouth does. Thank G-d, we have con-
tinued in the same path that we paved 
years ago with Zo Artzeinu, and that is 
the direction that we will continue to 
follow. We believe in a different kind 
of politics, not a politics that exploits 
the problems of the people for the 
politicians’ benefit, but a politics that 
solves those problems even if it comes 
at a political price. 

For more information:
www.ZehutInternational.com
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The Yesha Council of Judea and 
Samaria once conducted a survey, ask-
ing the Israeli public what percentage 
of settlers are Haredi. The responses 
ranged from 2-20%. The reality is very 
far from these numbers since a full 40% 
of the residents of Judea and Samaria 
are Haredi! Most of these Haredi settlers 
live in the large cities like Kirya Sefer 
and Beitar Illit. They too are part of the 
tapestry of men, women and children 
in the region, who love Eretz Yisrael and 
who embody true 21st century Zionism.

Emanuel, the first Haredi settle-
ment, was established in the year 1982 
and was intended to be a major Haredi 
center, but a series of crises struck and 
postponed those ambitious plans. It 
began with the painful bankruptcy 
of the Kochav Hashomron construction 
company (among others) and con-
tinued with the Intifada and terror 

attacks perpetrated at the city gates. 
This destroyed the very fabric of life in 
the city.  There is a well-known story 
of a widow who owned an apartment 
in Emanuel at that time and couldn’t 
find a renter. She, in great sadness, 
gave up hope and offered to give away 
her apartment to a local family for free. 
The family, however, refused to receive 
the gift because they couldn’t afford to 
pay the legal fees required to transfer 
ownership. In the end this problem was 
resolved—the widow gave them the 
money for the legal fees too!

Over the past decade Emanuel has 
undergone a revolution. Finally, after 
decades, cranes and concrete mixers 
can be seen in the city. New buildings 
are going up, new neighborhoods are 
developing. The streets of Emanuel are 
filled with many young families of all 
stripes: Chassidic, Litvish, Sephardic, 
and Yemenite. They have come to 
put down roots, and have brought an 
upbeat, optimistic, and creative spirit 
along with them. 

The seeds of this revolution actually 
date back to those dark days of terror 
and abandonment. In the early 2000’s 
a group of young Emanuel residents 
established the Emanuel Development 

Fund which succeeded in organizing a 
core group of young Chassidic families 
to come settle in the city.  It established 
Beis Medrashes and educational insti-
tutions, arranged appropriate work 
opportunities, organized events and a 
communal framework, set up reliable 
public transportation to the center of 
the country, and took care of many 
other needs of daily living.  The result 
was a city with all the infrastructure 
needed for a normal life. 

The crown jewel of the Fund’s 
activities was the redemption of the 
abandoned concrete shells that had 
stood empty since the contractors’ 
bankruptcy, and their transformation 
into gorgeous homes that are full of 
life. Bluma Nussboim and her husband 
Pinchas are among the 44 fortunate 
families who ultimately moved into 
those buildings. “We were able to buy 
a well-built three bedroom apartment 
for a very low price,” she enthuses. “I 
had traveled to many cities looking to 
buy a home and I didn’t see anything 
as pretty.” Beyond the aesthetics and 
value, the Nussboims are even more 
pleased with the warm community. 
“When we moved here five and half 
years ago, everyone welcomed us as if 

we were family.” As a mother of five 
and as a teacher at the local Beis Yaa-
kov, Mrs. Nussboim adds that the town 
she calls home is “so good for kids. The 
schools are excellent and it’s so tran-
quil and unpressured here. Emanuel 
has the feeling of a village with most 
of the conveniences of a city. The air 
is fresh and the views are beautiful. I 
especially enjoy the promenade; I walk 
there every day.” 

One of Mrs. Nussboim’s neighbors is 
Rachel Guttman, who came to Emanuel 
with her husband, David, for a half-year 
trial. “Then we said another half year, 
and then another, and finally we bought 
here,” she chuckles. “The running joke 
is that the entire city only came for half 
a year.” Mrs. Guttman is a fifth grade 
teacher and her husband works with 
local youth in projects sponsored by 
the municipality. The Guttmans have 
watched the city grow to its current 
population of 1,000 families. “New fam-
ilies are coming all the time” she relates, 
“and more families means more bus 
service, more stores opening, and more 
community events. We’re very happy 
here and we highly recommend it.” 

Baruch Hashem, the future is bright 
for Emanuel. The construction potential 

Settlers In Streimels
By Shlomo Ben-David and Rachel Greenberg

P icture a settler… knit-
ted kippah, open san-
dals, an orange ‘Re-
member Gush Katif’ 
tee-shirt. Okay, now 

how about a velvet yarmulke, 
lace-ups, and a streimel instead?  
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is among the greatest in all Judea and 
Samaria. Its municipality covers a vast 
14,000 dunams of land – double the size 
of the city of Bnei Brak! Present zoning 
in Emanuel allows for nearly 5,000 more 
apartments and of these, 1,800 new units 
are now being built.

Reflecting on Emanuel’s significance 
to the region as a whole, Mr. Hananel 
Dorani, Head of the Yesha Council 
and Mayor of Kedumim noted: “The 
development of Emanuel, will bring 
tens of thousands of new residents to 
the entire area, more advanced and 
effective public transportation, new 
roadways, employment centers, shop-
ping centers, and everything that large 
families need.”

Community activist Moshe Zinger’s 
plans for the city align with Mayor Dor-
ani’s predictions: “Emanuel will become 
a vibrant Torah metropolis and a bea-
con of light for the nearby settlements 
of Ariel, Karnei Shomron, Kedumim, 
Yakir, Nofim, and Revava.”

 Emanuel means G-d is with us, and 
with His help, this promising city of 
Haredi settlers will continue to grow.
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Rabbi Dr Zvi Wilbur ready to plant a grape tree in Kochav Ha’Shachar 

A cherry tree in Sde Calev (near Hebron)

People ask all the time 
what they can do to take 
an active part in cele-
brating the State of Isra-
el’s 70th birthday. Here’s 

a great idea: Plant a new fruit tree 
in Eretz Yisrael! A well established 
organization called “Zo Artzeinu” 
(translation: “This Is Our Land”) 
started its “Israel Trees” program 
back in 1998 and have planted over 
200,000 new fruit trees all across 
the land. 

The tradition of planting trees 
in Israel started with the first Jew 
who ever made Aliyah… our father 
Abraham! “(And Abraham) planted 
an eshel tree in Beersheba and there 
he called in the name of G-d, Lord 
of the Universe” (Beresheit 21:33) 
According to many opinions, this 
“eshel” was a fruit tree which pro-
vided both food (sweet fruit) and 
drink (thirst-quenching juice) for 
many people. Now, close to 3,800 
years later, you can do exactly what 
Abraham did… only much easier! 

The “Israel Trees” program has 

farmers who keep 100% of the ag-
ricultural mitzvot as they plant all 
kinds of fruit trees. These farmers do 
all the back-breaking work including 
bulldozing the land, installing hi-
tech computerized drip-irrigation 
systems, planting the trees, building 
protective fencing and caring for the 
trees on a daily basis. You can part-
ner with these farmers – and share in 
their holy work – by simply clicking 
a button on your computer! 

So far, since Yom Ha’atzmaut, 50 
new orchards have been planted; 
olives, pomegranates, figs, avocados, 
mangos, grapes, dates and peaches 
but they are still short of their “70 
for 70” goal. 

Simply go to www.IsraelTrees.
org and follow the simple form and 
you can plant all kinds of fruit trees 
in Israel from the comfort of your 
home. “Israel Trees” will mail you 
a beautiful personalized certificate 
that you can frame and show every-
one what you did. 

What a fantastic way to honor 
Israel! Am Yisrael Chai!

70 Orchards For Israel’s 70th Birthday
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Vineyard in Aish Kodesh (near Shilo)

Getting ready to plant 2 trees in Kfar Tapuach Planting an olive tree in Tekoa
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Twelve years ago, Michael 
Levin, a dimple-faced, smil-
ing, baseball hat wearing 
and lovable 21-year-old, bid 
his parents goodbye and 

boarded a plane to come to Israel to 
rejoin his unit as the Second Lebanon 
War broke out.

Michael was a Paratrooper in the 
890 Paratroopers Brigade and was 
classified as a lone soldier by the IDF 
as his entire family lived in the United 
States. Throughout his IDF service, 
Michael stood out for his incredible 
motivation to serve and his desire to 
befriend and care for other lone soldiers. 
Michael regularly hosted dozens of 
lone soldiers for Shabbat dinner at the 
small Jerusalem apartment he shared 

with two other lone soldiers. Michael 
took pride in living in the middle of 
downtown Jerusalem, and brought 
together lone soldiers from different 
countries and walks of life. Michael 
was a natural leader, he put others first 
and enjoyed doing whatever he could 
to help his fellow soldiers, whether on 
base or decompressing from the rigors 
of front-line duty during difficult years 
for the IDF.

When Michael landed back in Israel, 
he rushed to the North, and rejoined his 
unit just as they were doing a final check 
of their gear and ammunition, prepar-
ing to push across the border and into a 
Hezbollah stronghold in Southern Leb-
anon. During the course of an intense 
firefight against Hezbollah terrorists, 

in the Lebanese village of Aita al-Shaab, 
Michael was killed in action. He was 
laid to rest amongst Israel’s heroes on 
Mt. Herzl in Jerusalem.

Michael’s personality and desire to 
give of himself 
left a lasting im-
pact on dozens 
of other IDF lone 
soldiers who be-
came veterans af-
ter the conclusion 
of the Second 
Lebanon War. It 
was this group 
who took on the 
Herculean task of 
making sure that 
Michael’s story 
be known, and 
that his spirit and 
built-in instinct to be there for other 
lone soldiers would not disappear from 
Israel with Michael’s passing.

Today, there are 7,000 lone soldiers 
serving in the IDF. A major impetus and 
inspiration for a large number of these 
young people is the life story of Michael 
Levin, and the Lone Soldier Center car-
ries his name and memory. The Lone 
Soldier Center in memory of Michael 
Levin (LSC) gives these yong men and 
women much needed assistance. The 
LSC has rented seven buildings to house 
hundreds of lone soldiers, and provides 
Shabbat meals to thousands of lone 
soldiers each month. 

In the years since Michael fell, tens 
of thousands of Jewish American youth 
have chosen to visit Israel, learn Mi-

chael’s story and take on the challenges 
and incredible responsibility of serving 
in the IDF themselves.

Lone soldiers serve primarily in com-
bat units, boosting the IDF’s morale and 

fighting strength. 
They are a living 
manifestat ion 
of the passion 
and pride Jew-
ish communities 
around the world 
have for Israel. 

But ,  whi le 
their fellow sol-
diers can rely on 
loving parents 
to house them, 
provide meals, 
do laundry, help 
with finances, 

and care for their emotional and psy-
chological needs, no such resource waits 
at “home” for them when a lone soldier 
gets off base. 

For this reason – the LSC has rent-
ed, renovated and furnished homes 
to meet all of the off-base needs of the 
lone soldiers, providing not just a bed 
and meals, but the love and guidance 
an Israeli family showers on their sons 
and daughters while serving in the 
Israeli Army. 

Olivia, a lone soldier from New 
Jersey lives in one of the homes created 
by the LSC. “Michael’s legacy is why I 
am here and succeeding in the army. 
Without hearing Michael’s story in high 
school, I wouldn’t have known you can 
come to Israel and serve. Without the 

Leading Zionism Forward
The IDF’s Lone Soldiers

 Michael with his Mom, Harriet Levin
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"How would I feel if Israel was attacked or worse, and I took no steps to defend her?"

Center, I wouldn’t have a place to live 
or a bed to sleep. I wouldn’t even have 
any friends in the country. I live in one 
of the Center’s homes. The home is spe-
cial in that it’s for girls from traditional 
and religious backgrounds. It means so 
much to me that I have a warm place to 
come home to with other lone soldiers 
who are serving in the IDF, and together 
we are able to have a real sense of family 
and community when we are on leave 
from the army”. 

Tzvi, a lone soldier from New York 
currently serving in Sayeret Golani, 
recalls, “things were good in America, 
I had a lot of friends starting to make 
it in real estate and finance, but I de-
cided I couldn’t start all that yet, that it 
wouldn’t be right to begin life focused 
just on me.”

“When I look back on my life and 
my involvement in my people and 
religion, how would I feel if Israel was 
attacked or worse, and I took no steps to 

defend her? To protect her? It’s not easy 
here in Israel, but to be able to do my 
part and defend our homeland, to keep 
Jewish men, women and children safe 
on a daily basis -  money and college 
and cars and all that can wait. I have to 
take care of my people first”. 

Tzvi felt Michael Levin’s impact 
most “during some of the happiest 
times for me. When I get out for a 
weekend leave, I go straight to the Lone 
Soldier Center. I eat a warm, fresh, 

home-made meal and see friends who 
are serving as lone soldiers. I look up 
and on the wall I see Michael’s face 
smiling down at me...it gives me a sense 
of pride and makes me remember the 
gravity of what I’m doing here.  I am 
thankful for everything Michael did and 
stood for, and I hope that I am making 
him proud with everything I do during 
my army service”.

For more information, please visit: 
www.lonesoldiercenter.com
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Israel’s Best Friend
Israel Dog Unit Celebrates 18 Years Of Saving Lives

Israel’s heightened military tension 
has the Israel Dog Unit (IDU) 
working round-the-clock to pre-
pare more security and rescue 
dogs. Fighting terrorism is noth-

ing new for the IDU and on June 12th 
they will be celebrate their 18th anni-
versary. 

Mike Ben Yaakov, Founder and 
Director of IDU, explains why so few 
have heard about this exciting volunteer 
program. He says almost apologetically, 
“The IDU is so busy with training and 
operations that we have little time for 
PR.” Thousands of young Jews flock 
to Israel for a year of study, some even 
joining the IDF. Few know of the in-
credible opportunities that exist in the 
IDU, a fascinating Zionist endeavor 
where one can combine security or SAR 
(Search And Rescue) work with studies. 
The IDU is also a stepping-stone for 
those wishing to join the IDF.

With terror still a serious threat, it is 
of paramount importance to seek and 
neutralize the terrorists before they 
succeed in slaughtering Jewish families.  
Jewish towns nationwide have seen 
huge losses to infiltration and the IDU 
provides dog/handler patrol teams to 
Jewish towns, and is part of the emer-
gency response to terrorist movement. 
Baruch Hashem, the IDU has prevented 
dozens of terrorist attacks throughout 
Judea & Samaria.

Recently, the IDU was called upon to 
protect Ramat-Eshkol and the Har-Ha-
zeitim Cemetery in Jerusalem. The IDU 
also recently entered into a defense 
program in the Jordan Valley, to pre-

vent “agricultural terror.” They have 
dispatched hundreds of guard dogs 
and more than 75 patrol dogs and the 
demand continues to grow.

Ben Yaakov repeatedly appeals to 
Jews worldwide to enlist into the IDU. 
“Young Jews looking for a challenging 
and meaningful experience can give a 
year to save lives in Israel, working with 
the unit and studying Torah or academ-
ics at the nearby Ariel University. In the 
IDU, you will find the Zionist spirit that 
once prevailed in Israel.” 

In addition to preventing terror at-
tacks, the IDU is also Israel’s top Search 
and Rescue unit. The Police, Army and 
Fire Departments rely heavily on the 
IDU to rescue missing people. The IDU 
command-center operates 24/7. Under 
halachic guidance from Rabbi Dov Lior, 
the unit deploys to save lives on holi-
days and Shabbat. This past Pesach, the 
IDU saved the life of Avraham Mavrat 
an 83-year-old Ethiopian-Jew, missing 
for 3 days in Beer-Sheba. On Purim, the 
unit deployed during the Megillah-read-
ing, to find a young man in the forest 
near Beth Shemesh.

Think about this: Last month, Ira-
nian troops in Syria fired tens of rock-
ets into Israel. Baruch Hashem they 
were intercepted… but what if one got 
through and hit a building? Hundreds 
of people would be trapped in the col-
lapsed building. Who would the IDF 
call? The IDU’s expert SAR team of 
course, and they would work non-stop 
- volunteers together with the dogs - to 
save lives!

But that’s not all! Unfortunately, 

over 30 people have drowned in recent 
years in the Kinneret and who goes in 
to find the victims? The IDU dispatches 
dog-handlers with cadaver-dogs to 
board boats on the Kinneret to find 
victims. Experts on aquatic-searches 
have stated that these dogs are better 
than the IDF’s sonar technology and 
they are using them more frequently 
than ever before. 

The IDU has invested tens of thou-
sands of dollars and recently developed 
a unique app to coordinate searches. 
The app enables the command center to 
monitor and manage dozens of search-
ers on a real-time display of the search 
area. A professional team manages, 
records, and archives the data for later 
reference. The application has already 
passed testing in hundreds of real 
searches by the IDU and is compatible 
with most smartphones. 

Technology has become quite im-
portant for the IDU. Just 2 months ago, 
a supporter from New York donated a 
thermal imaging camera that is mount-
ed on a drone. This unit helps the dogs 
search for terrorists or missing persons 
during the night and has been used 
many times since it arrived.

According to Ben Yaakov, “The 
thermal camera on the drone joins with 
the dog to find the terrorist. In the many 
massacres such as the Salomon and Fo-
gel families, there was early detection 
that alerted the military command cen-
ters, but the terrorists could not be locat-
ed when troops arrived! What good are 
multi-million-dollar fences and sensors 
if they can’t locate the terrorist?” asked 
Ben Yaakov.

The IDU works shoulder-to-shoul-
der with ZAKA, Hatzolah, the IDF and 
the Israeli police and fire departments. 
We are now permitted to write that 
when terrorists penetrated from Jor-

dan into Israel (near the Dead Sea), the 
IDU was called in to help search for the 
terrorists.

“Our future plans are very exciting”, 
said Ben Yaakov, in this exclusive inter-
view to the Jewish Press.  “On June 12th 
we will have a Chanukat Ha’Bayit for 
our newly-constructed campus on the 
kennel grounds in Kfar Tapuach which 
will coincide with our 18th anniversary 
celebration. Knesset members and 
officers from the IDF, police and fire 
departments have been invited to salute 
the dedicated members of the IDU. Our 
new campus includes a dining/study-
hall plus dormitories for volunteers 
and, of course, modern kennels for our 
heroic dogs.”

Ben Yaakov added one final thought. 
“For 18 years the IDU has succeed in 
saving souls as well as lives. Many at-
risk youngsters have ‘found themselves’ 
in the unit, registering into diploma 
programs while learning to be dog-han-
dlers. The IDU’s lone-soldier program 
empowers foreign volunteers to get a 
real head start, joining the IDF with 
fieldcraft, map skills, and rope training 
received in the IDU. Some of our at-risk 
teenage volunteers have become officers 
in elite IDF combat units. I am very 
proud of them”. 

The IDU desperately needs funds 
and volunteers. To join or to help spon-
sor their holy work, call Mike Ben Yaa-
kov, U.S. number (917) 475- 0789 or in 
Israel (054) 487- 6709. He can be reached 
via email at: mikecanine@gmail.com

For more information about this fan-
tastic, life-saving team, please see: www.
israeldogunit.com

Contributions can be sent to “Am 
Yisrael Chai” – PO Box 241 Cedarhurst, 
NY 11516. Please earmark that this is for 
the IDU. Donations are tax deductible in 
the USA. 
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Shavuot is also called Chag HaBi-
kurim because it is when Jews 
began bringing their first fruits 
to the Beit Hamikdash.  Upon 
arrival with these fruits, each 

Jew would proclaim his recognition that 
Eretz Yisrael is Hashem’s gift to us.  

Without the bikkurim it would have 
been possible for Jews to take living 
in Eretz Yisrael ‘for granted’ and forget 
the hand of G-d that saved us from 
the murderous enslavement in Egypt 
and brought us to the land He helped 
us conquer and settle.  Eretz Yisrael is 
described as a ‘morasha’ (an inheritance 
received from the past and passed on to 
the future) and, like anything inherited 
and received without personal effort and 
exertion, even Eretz Yisrael may be taken 
for granted.

 Like our ancestors who inherited 
the land from their parents, we too are 
spoiled with the luxury of being able 
to take Israel for granted.  We live two 
full generations after the Holocaust and 
the resurrection of our people through 
the miraculous founding of the State of 
Israel and the ingathering of over six 
million Jews from the four corners of 
the world.  Our return to Israel and its 
amazing development are often unap-
preciated or seen as ‘old news’.   

The lack of appreciation of and fo-
cus upon Israel is compounded by our 
distance- both geographical and cul-
tural- from it.  Though communication 
with and travel to Israel have become 
relatively easy and most Orthodox Jews 
have visited multiple times and remain 
close with Israeli friends and relatives, 
living in the US makes maintaining an 
Israel consciousness challenging. 

Immersion within another country 
with its own culture and daily issues 
makes it hard to stay focused on and 

connected to the State of Israel.  At most, 
our exposure to Israel is often limited 
to news of security threats or political 
struggles, but not on the life, Torah, and 
important developments there. 

Even Orthodox Jews for whom 
Eretz Yisrael is of primary importance 
including those marching for Israel this 
weekend often see Israel as passé and 
live focused on American current events 
and culture.

 This weekend’s Parade is a beautiful 
expression of our concern for and soli-
darity with the State of Israel.  But how 
do we ensure that Israel remains central 
in our minds? 

The Religious Zionists of America 
(RZA), an organization founded over 
100 years ago, offers a solution to these 
challenges by spearheading program-
ming in both America and Israel aimed 
to strengthen the American Orthodox 
community’s Israel consciousness and 
connection.

The RZA is a unique Israel related 
American Jewish organization in that 
it transcends particular Israeli schools, 
chains, and causes.  Its cause is no 
less than the State of Israel itself and 
strengthening our connection to it.  On 
the Israel side, the RZA’s international 
affiliate- World Mizrachi (WM)- is 
consolidating the many Israeli organi-
zations who work with the American 
community so that WM and RZA can 
help interface and connect between 
American Jews and the myriad of what 
the State of Israel offers. 

As an expression of this unique 
breadth, the RZA- in conjunction with 
World Mizrachi (WM)- celebrated the 
State of Israel’s 70th anniversary last 
month by organizing and subsidizing 
the “70 for 70” program.  The initia-
tive brought acclaimed Israeli Rabbis, 

scholars, and educators of different 
hashkafot associated with tens of Israeli 
schools and organizations to over 90 
U.S. shuls on the Shabbat before Yom 
Ha’atzmaut (April 13-14) to speak about 
our relationship with Israel. The “70 for 
70” program climaxed with a national 
RZA Yom Haatzmaut program held at 
the Young Israel of Woodmere.  

The “70 for 70” was likely the larg-
est coordinated Israel program in U.S. 
synagogue history.  In recognition of its 
significance, the speakers were invited 
to the Knesset before their departure 
for the United States, where they were 
formally thanked by Israeli politicians 
and dignitaries for serving as Israel’s 
ambassadors at this important time in 
Israel’s history.   

These programs have generated 
tremendous excitement both in the US 
and around the world (where similar 
programs were organized last month) 
because they strengthened the feeling of 
connection not only with Israel, but also 
with communities around the United 
States and the world. 

The RZA and WM have followed up 
on this success by launching next year’s 
similar special pre Yom Ha’atzma’ut Shab-
bat which is scheduled for May 4- the 
Shabbat before Yom Ha’atzma’ut.  Hope-
fully, hundreds of shuls will take part in 
this exciting program. 

In addition to this special Shabbat 
program, the RZA has launched an Is-
rael Speakers Bureau that offers leading 
Israeli speakers for programs through-
out the year at shuls, communities, and 
schools. 

US schools will iy”H also benefit 
from an exciting new Israeli Chavruta 
Program that arranges internet learning 
between American students and Israelis 
of the same age. 

In Israel the RZA and WM are initiat-
ing exciting new programs for American 
Jews that will iy”H enhance the meaning 
and depth of Israel visits. 

These programs include:
a)    Bar/Bat Mitzvah(/Hanachat Te-

filin) trips that include personal meet-
ings with leading Israeli Rabbonim and 
educators

b)    Torah learning and touring mis-
sions for shuls and communities

c)    Mass Yarchei Kallah programs 
during vacation weeks in the US.

The breadth and depth of these 
planned programs offer the framework 
within which this weekend’s march can 
find ongoing expression.  Rabbi David 
Israel, Executive Vice President of the 
RZA explains that RZA programming 
aims to help us ‘seize the opportunity 
to remind ourselves that Israel’s very 
existence is a miracle; it reminds us that 
we must catalyze our commitment to 
Religious Zionism.’    

The RZA looks forward to continuing 
to offer programs that can increase and 
deepen our Israel consciousness.  We 
encourage you to participate and sup-
port these programs so that we and our 
children continue to appreciate and feel 
connected to Israel- the miraculous focal 
point of the Jewish past and future. 

For more information on RZA pro-
gramming or to bring RZA programs to 
your shul, school, or community, please see 
www.rza.org and contact me (rtaragin@rza.
org/ +972584702471) or Rabbi David Israel 
(disrael@rza.org/ (212) 465-9234).

 
Rabbi Reuven Taragin is the Educational 

Director of the RZA and World Mizrachi 
and Dean of Overseas Students at Yeshivat 
Hakotel

Religious Zionists Of America:
Perpetuating Our March For Israel

By Rabbi Reuven Taragin
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The Rabbis Knew It All Along
By Rabbi Nachman Kahana

The deluge, which destroyed 
mankind at the time of No-
ach, indelibly engraved the 
fear in human conscious-
ness that an event of com-

mensurate proportions could again 
occur. There are those who propose 
that another world-wide catastrophe 
“could” occur and others who state 
that it will definitely strike the world. 
The only question is when? 

Every generation produced its 
seers who predicted the day, and even 
the moment, when HaShem’s wrath 
would again erupt in all its consuming 
fury to take down the helpless spe-

cies called Man. And although their 
predictions have been time and again 
inaccurate, they go on predicting the 
day when life will cease to exist. 

The pursuit of predicting future 
devastating events has an opposite 
parallel - the pursuit of predicting 
when HaShem will send the Mashi-
ach to save His people Israel and the 
world. And, these efforts too have 
been disappointed, time and again, 
when the date arrived and we found 
ourselves in an even more precarious 
situation. 

In truth, each camp is frustrated in 
its efforts to arrive first, because they 

err in their perception and evaluation 
of reality. 

The future salvation or annihila-
tion of billions of people is inexorably 
bound together with events. At the 
time when HaShem will send down 
His fury on the world’s wicked, that 
will be the time when the righteous 
will find salvation. 

This fundamental principle is ar-
ticulated in the Gemara (Sanhedrin 
98b) when discussing the generation 
of the Mashiach’s appearance. The 
great Amora, Ula, declares “yay’tay 
ve’lo ach’me’nay” (“let him come but 
I don’t want to see him,” because of 
the great human suffering which will 
abound at the time). His fellow Amo-
ra, Rav Yosef, declares that he wishes 
to be present at the time and is even 
willing to suffer so much as to “sit in 
the shadow of his donkey’s dung”. 

Two approaches. Two attitudes. 
But both agree that Armageddon and 
the Mashiach will share center stage 
simultaneously. 

How will it play out? Who will be 
the major players? 

Rashi, on the first verse in the To-
rah, quotes the Tanna Rabbi Yitzchak 
in the Midrash Tanchuma, who poses 
the question: The Torah is the book of 
mitzvot (commandments) of the Jewish 
nation. As such, should it not begin 

with the first mitzvah commanded by 
HaShem for us to calculate and declare 
the arrival of new months and years 
- and not with the story of creation? 

Rabbi Yitzchak explains that HaSh-
em began the Torah with the act of cre-
ation, so that the nations of the world 
- who would, in the future, accuse 
the Jewish people of “stealing” Eretz 
Yisrael - should know that HaShem is 
the creator of all that exists. He has the 
absolute right to grant Eretz Yisrael to 
the Jewish nation to the exclusion of 
any other nation. 

Rashi’s choice to begin his com-
mentary with this quote from Rav 
Yitzchak leaves us suspended between 
heaven and earth. Rabbi Yitzchak is 
informing us that the nations will 
accuse us of imperialistic motives 
associated with evil regimes, and we 
will answer them with Torah-based 
principles. Here Rabbi Yitzchak stops. 
How will it play out? Will the nations 
be convinced by our presentations, 
or will they cast our claims aside and 
mete out their idea of justice through 
war or other sanctions? Rabbi Yitzchak 
and Rashi, what comes next? 

Yalkut Shimoni, at the end of the 
Book of Yeshayahu (#499), quotes a 
Tanna who states that, in future time, 
Paras (Persia-Iran) will be the dread of 
the entire world. 

Rabbi Meir Kahane, z”l wrote 
for The Jewish Press for over 
30 years. His first article was on 
March 18, 1960 and his final ar-
ticle was printed on November 9, 
1990 – a few days after his tragic 
murder. This article has been writ-
ten by his brother, Rabbi Nachman 
Kahana who we bless with long 
life until 120. Rabbi Nachman 
Kahana made Aliyah over 50 years 
ago and lives in the Old City of  
Jerusalem. He is the author of the 
“Mei Menuchot” commentary 
on Tosefot and the book “With 
All Your Might”. His website 
is www.NachmanKahana.com
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The world’s leaders will be frus-
trated in their efforts to save what they 
can, but to no avail; and the people 
of Israel will also be petrified by the 
pending danger. 

And HaShem will say to us, “Why 
are you afraid? All of this I have done 
in order to bring you the awaited re-
demption. And this redemption will 
not be like the redemption from Egypt 
which was followed by suffering. This 
redemption will be absolute, followed 
by peace”. 

It is fascinating to note that the 
Tanna , with whose words Rashi 
begins his commentary, and leaves 
us suspended in our ignorance of the 
future, is the same Rabbi Yitzchak in 
the Yalkut Shimoni who spells it out: 
Yisrael, Iran, the nations of the world 
- it is all there. 

Rashi, when he chose the Midrash 

Tanchuma, knew what Rabbi Yitzchak 
had said in the Midrash Shimoni; but 
Rashi let us “hang in mid-air”, because 
when discussing the creation of the 
world, it makes no sense to discuss 
its finale. 

Rabbi Yitzchak’s description of the 
end of history includes the major par-
ticipants, as noted above. However, he 
very discreetly refrains from divulging 
too many details. For this, we have to 
go to the Gemara in tractate Avoda 
Zara 3a. 

In future time, HaShem will mete 
out to each nation and individual his 
just reward or punishment. The re-
ward, which will be showered upon 
Am Yisrael, will evoke jealousy among 
the nations. HaShem will explain that 
the Jews who upheld the Torah - even 
in the most intolerable circumstances 
- earned these benefits, whereas every 
nation that did not keep the Torah 
will not benefit. The nations will reply 
that if they had been commanded to 
do so, they too would have kept the 
Torah. Then, in order to prove that 
the nations are incapable of keeping 
the Torah, HaShem will give them a 
mitzvah kala (easy mitzvah) for which, if 
they succeed, will provide them with 

rich rewards. That mitzvah is sukka. 
The nations will run to build suk-

kot on their roofs. HaShem will then 
increase the heat of the sun as in the 
hottest summer day, and the nations 
will degrade the mitzvah by hastily 
exiting the sukkot. 

The rabbis in this Gemara are in-
forming us, by their golden choice of 
words, what Rabbi Yitzchak did not 
wish to reveal - and that is how the last 
scenes in history will play out. 

At the close of the Second World 
War, the world’s major nations estab-
lished the United Nations organiza-
tion. Arising from the shambles of the 
League of Nations, the UN adopted 
resolutions intended to guide member 
states in their relations with fellow 
nations. Foremost among these reso-
lutions is the rule that no nation shall 
threaten a fellow nation. 

The UN is the “mitzva kalah” which 
the Gemara in Avoda Zara refers to, 
because a sukka is defined as “dirat 
arei” (temporary dwelling as opposed 
to a permanent one). The permanent 
one is the individual states in its geo-
graphical area, and the temporary 
one is its presence in the New York 
building. 

HaShem will “expose the heat of 
the sun” making it most difficult to ex-
ist in its midst. The “heat” represents 
great moral dilemmas which the 
member states will face. The “hottest” 
of these dilemmas is Iran’s threat to 
“erase the State of Israel from all the 
maps of the world”. 

But the UN has not ejected Iran 
from its membership, because it has oil 
and will soon possess atomic weapons. 
And the only state that Iran is threat-
ening with total annihilation is Israel. 
The UN has shirked its moral respon-
sibilities (once again), and the end of 
the world order can be measured to 
have begun with this event. 

How history will play out no one 
knows. But the connection between 
the various Midrashim and the reali-
ties of our life today are too clear to 
be denied. 

The future salvation or annihilation of 
billions of people is inexorably bound 

together with events but how will it play out 
and who will be the major players? That is what Zionism is all about.

Fifty years ago, in March 1968, less than a year after the Six 
Day War,  Rabbi Eugene Weiner addressed my senior high 
school class at Akiba Hebrew Academy in Philadelphia, Pa. 
about the “moral implications” of that war.

Rabbi Weiner, who soon became a professor of sociology at Haifa 
University, shared his insight that millions of Arab refugees from the 
1948 war now live under Israeli control and that “the refugees are our 
responsibility now”. 

Rabbi Weiner's message was that unless we take the initiative to move 
these refugees out of “temporary” UN refugee camps into permanent 
humanitarian conditions, we will never see peace in our time.

Ever since arriving in Israel in 1970, Rabbi Weiner's message be-
came an inspiration,  to do something about a humanitarian issue that 
anti-Israel people have adopted, to make it look like Israel purposely 
caused the suffering of the Arab refugee population, who have swelled 
ten times over, from half a million refugees in 1949 to more than four 
million in 2018.   

So I decided that my Zionist impulse would devote my life to take 
action, and to do whatever could be done to rid Israel of the scourge 
of UNRWA, whose stated task is to keep refugees in a state of refugee 
perpetuity, while indoctrinating them with the notion that they have 
some kind of G-d given right to take back villages that existed before 
1948. With an MSW community organizer training at hand, I went 
about the task of creating a unique coalition to solve the Palestinian 
refugee issue, once and for all. The first step has been the most difficult: 
to expose the public at large to what UNRWA teaches in their schools, 
which could best be described as indoctrination for the right of return 
by force of arms. And how would that be exposed? By commissioning 
PHD’s to translate the UNRWA school books, which UNRWA got from 
the Palestinian Authority, and hiring TV crews to film UNRWA schools, 
to show the world what they teach: “right of return by force of arms.”

Now, after so many years, the mainstream media and the govern-
ments of the US and Israel know the message that UNRWA teaches. Not 
because I had a major backer who bankrolled the campaign but because 
Israel is a place where a simple Jew can get things done. If I can do it… 
so can you!

Israel Is A Land Where You 
Can Make Things Happen 
If You Put Your Mind To It

By David Bedein,  
Independent Israel Community Organizer
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Hub Etzion, located just 3 minutes 
from Efrat, is one small example of the 
worldwide trend towards telecommut-
ing, entrepreneurship, and co-working. 
The “Global Co-working Un-conference 
Conference” reports that in 2017 the 
number of co-working spaces grew 
globally to 14,411 but will boom to at 
least 30,000 by 2022.  As usual, Israel is 
at the helm of this trend.  WeWork, the 
largest chain of co-working spaces in the 
world, was started in New York, City, 
but was co-founded by an Israeli; Adam 
Neuman. They now have eight locations 
in Israel (four of them in Tel Aviv) with 
two more under construction.  Almost 

10% of WeWork’s co-working offices are 
located in Israel!  

According to Startup-Nation Cen-
tral’s Amir Mizroch, there are currently 
74 co-working spaces in Israel.   “We 
have seen a huge increase in co-work-
ing spaces opened in Israel from 2013 
onward, which shows a pick-up in 
demand from entrepreneurs.” 

Co-working spaces vary depending 
on size, location, the population they 
serve, and of course the choices and 
tastes of the owners. Generally, they 
contain a combination of closed offices, 
open workspace and conference rooms. 

There are many reasons that the 

set-up is most conducive to developing 
a start-up and is a growing solution 
for many other types of businesses as 
well. Space rental in co-working spaces 
tends to be far more short-term and 
flexible than traditional office space. 
So a small company starting out that 
cannot predict whether in 6 months it 
will close down, be bought out, or get 
funding and need 10x the space, can 
focus on growing their business in the 
here and now. 

Young startups also appreciate the 
atmosphere of community. “When you 
are working on your big idea round the 
clock, with very little time for a social 
life, working within a social, and fun 
environment is key to feeling human 
- even if it’s just for a moment during 
one of those spontaneous coffee breaks“ 
explains Melanie Amini, co-founder of 
Gossip Media. “At the same time, if the 
“big idea” you are working on doesn’t 
pan out, you happen to be surrounded 
by a lot of big ideas already in the works. 
Soon enough, you’re going to find 
another great opportunity from your 
existing co-working network.”

All of these reasons make hubs and 
the increase in co-working good news 
for olim. There are many success stories 

of American olim who have either found 
work in the tech-sector in Israel through 
the networking that exists in the hub 
culture, or have been able to successfully 
telecommute and retain their job in their 
country of origin because they have a 
quiet, professional space from which to 
work.  There are also many successful 
American (and other) business owners 
who have moved to Israel, kept their 
business abroad and can manage the 
business (and make money) from wher-
ever they are. 

Jonathan Miller is the founder and 
owner of UStep, the leading producer 
of walkers especially designed for 
those with neurological disorders such 
as Parkinson’s. Having successfully 
established his business in Chicago, 
he decided two years ago that the time 
had come to realize his dream and 
move to Israel. Now a resident of Efrat, 
Jonathan ran his operation and kept the 
transition smooth while working out of 
Hub Etzion until his home office was 
ready for him. 

“Hub Etzion has many such cas-
es” says Rachel Moore, founder and 
owner. “A very large percentage of our 
members are olim. They are working 
internationally, in some cases running 

Work Close To Home In One Of Israel’s “Hubs”

How long does it take you to get 
to/from work each day? Would 5 
minutes be ok? If so, read about 
a new trend in co-working called 
“Hubs” which allows you to work 

for, or run, companies in NY, Toronto or Australia 
from a modern office just minutes away from your 
home. They are popping up all over the country! 
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businesses of their own that operate all 
over the world, freelancing, telecom-
muting, you name it. We see that they 
are able to ‘have their cake and eat it 
too’, earning US dollars, maintaining 
their standard of living, yet working 
in an Israeli office in a social environ-
ment, minutes from their home, yet not 
(alone) in their living room. One of our 
members, a successful entrepreneur,  
returned to the US to close down his 
company’s headquarters this year and is 
operating everything out of Hub Etzion 
full time now. I personally consider that 
a huge mark of success. It’s the “new” 
aliyah, and the best response to BDS I 
can think of.”

“Hub Etzion sees our mission as 
more than providing convenient, pro-
fessional office space. We offer addi-
tional value by being a meeting place 
for business owners, service providers, 
freelancers and telecommuters, as well 
as the host of courses, workshops and 
lectures that help every member grow 
and succeed and extend our reach 
beyond the people who work here 
day to day, improving the success of 
professionals throughout Gush Etzion 
in general.  “ 

The Israeli government seems to 
share this view of the role of hubs in 
business development: In December 
2017, the Office of the Development 
of the Negev, Galil and Periphery an-
nounced a $25.5 million (NIS 90 million) 
investment in the establishment of 45 
co-working spaces in Israel’s peripheral 
regions to draw startups and entrepre-
neurs to areas that offer fewer work 
opportunities in Israel’s lucrative tech 
sector. 

Gvahim, is a non-profit organization 
that operates co-working spaces that 
include accelerators for startups as well 
as professional training as a part of their 
goal of enhancement and development 
of highly skilled olim and returning cit-
izens. They host workshops to provide 
olim with the tools and network needed 
to succeed in building a fulfilling career 
in Israel. Gvahim operates an accelera-
tor for startups in Tel Aviv called; The 
Hive, while in Ashdod they have one for 
small businesses called; The Nest.  Dana 
Koren, Director of The Hive and The 
Nest explains: “The advantage of the 
co-working space for our entrepreneurs, 
who come from so many different coun-
tries and work on projects that couldn’t 
be more different from each other, is that 
a communal space enables a continuous 
cross-sector and multilingual exchange 
of information. The entrepreneurs focus 
on their primary goal: succeeding in 

their startup; but at the same time they 
are empowered by the fact that they can 
also actively help the fellow founders 
reach the very same goal.”

Nefesh B’Nefesh opened a hub 
of its own in Tel Aviv in March 2017. 
The TLV Hub is a multidimensional 
community hub with co-working & 
event space designed with innova-
tion and collaboration in mind. The 
hub bridges new Olim to the startup, 
career and community ecosystem of 
Tel Aviv, serving as a launching pad 
for their new lives in Israel. Career 
Advisors sit in the hub to guide Olim 
as they navigate a new professional 
environment. The hub hosts weekly 
social events to build community and 
business seminars and 1-1 professional 
consultations in accounting, banking, 
budgeting, legal aspects of setting up 
a business, marketing, online engage-
ment and business coaching.

“Through our Tel Aviv Hub, Nefesh 
B’Nefesh wanted to provide Olim with 
a dedicated space to socially and pro-
fessionally network,” said Benji Davis, 
Nefesh B’Nefesh Israel Program Man-
ager. “At the hub, everyone sits together 
during regular work hours and con-
tributes to one another’s professional 
development while in the evenings it 
provides events and programming to 
encourage Olim to expand their social 
networks. Co-working is an incredibly 
dynamic concept, and we are using it as 
a launching pad to help Olim succeed 
in their new lives in Israel.”

“The reason I find hubs exciting is 
that they operate on the principles of 
collaboration and community.”  Rachel 
Moore adds, “To me this is bringing the 
very best part of the non-profit sector to 

the for-profit world and everyone ben-
efits. And this parallels the very idea 
that Israel is greater than the sum of its 
parts. The fact that we work together is 
the power behind where Israel is today; 

it’s at the heart of why we are “Start Up 
Nation” and everything that means. 
And hubs are only going to grow in our 
exciting role in this dynamic process 
of success.”
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More People Make Aliyah To Tel Aviv 
Than Any Other City

And You Won’t Believe What’s Happening There

Tel Aviv is the center of the 
Jewish world. Certainly 
Jerusalem is our eternal 
capital both spiritually 
and politically, but one 

quarter of global Jewry lives in the 
Tel Aviv metropolitan area making it 
the most Jewish place on Earth. For 
the past 100 years, the “White City” 
has been home to the most signif-
icant vibrant innovative centers of 
Israeli culture, business, fashion, art, 
finance, high-tech, film, television, 
and the army. Tel Aviv is currently 
is one of the youngest cities in the 
world per-capita with over 40% of 
the populace being between 20-40 
years old. Today the majority of 
new immigrants to Israel choose Tel 
Aviv as their home. A city full of 
bustling boulevards, cafes, startups, 
baby strollers, construction cranes, 
venture capital, art galleries, and over 

500 synagogues; has surpassed even 
the dreams of Theodor Herzl, ap-
proaching the visions of our ancient 
prophets.

“For all of Israel’s triumphs over the 
past 70 years, we are still in the pioneer-

ing phase of the country. What an honor 
it is to be a young Jew here now, being 
able to invest creativity, imagination, 
and energy towards building the next 
1000 years of the Jewish People. Nowhere 
else on the planet can a young Jew be 

as relevant and central to our nation’s 
collective destiny than Tel Aviv”, says 
President of the Am Yisrael Founda-
tion, Jay Shultz. Jay moved from New 
York to Tel Aviv in 2006 and has been 
championing the banner of the city 

ever since, with Israeli media under-
standably dubbing him “Tel Aviv’s 
Other Mayor”. Recognizing the po-
tential to use Tel Aviv as a positive 
fundamental force for the benefit of 
young Jews worldwide, Jay founded 

the Am Yisrael Foundation a decade 
ago, building the nonprofit into what 
is now the largest young adult Jewish 
community organization in the world 
with a following of over 60,000. The 
Am Yisrael Foundation (AmYisrael.
com) is a giant umbrella for tens of 
innovative initiatives that empower 
young Jews to pioneer Israeli society. 
“We cannot take for granted that the fu-
ture of our People will have strong Jewish 
or Zionist identities. The main goal of 
our work in Tel Aviv is to inspire every 
young Jew on the planet to connect to a 
shared vision of Jewish destiny, giving 
them the tools to continue building our 
Home in the Land of Israel.” 

The Am Yisrael Foundation is 
about redefining our time in history, 
giving young Jews the opportunity 
to be uniquely relevant. Jay focuses 
his foundation’s work on building 
what he believes are the next steps in 

Nowhere else on the planet can a young Jew 
be as relevant and central to our nation’s 

collective destiny than Tel Aviv.
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Largest Shabbat Dinner in Tel Aviv (picture taken by non-Jew)

Zionist pioneering - developing the 
vacuums left in Israeli civil society; 
community, volunteerism, tzedakah, 
civic engagement, grassroots leader-
ships, and Jewish identity. 

To this end, the Am Yisrael Foun-
dation has created something unique 
for Israel, what many see as a mini 
Jewish Federation, founding and 
managing a multitude of organi-
zations, with a special focus on Tel 
Aviv. Many of these organizations 
have become pillars of community 
life for so many of the city’s young 
adults. There is the Tel Aviv Interna-
tional Salon (TLVSalon.com), Israel’s 
largest speakers forum that works to 
engage young adults in the critical 
issues of the day, the Tel Aviv Arts 
Council (TelAvivArts.com) which 
works to create young patrons of 
the Israeli arts and finally, the fan-
tastic program called; Adopt-A-Safta 
(AdoptASafta.com). “Safta” being 
Hebrew for “Grandma”, pairs young 
volunteers with lonely Israeli Holo-
caust Survivors on the Big Brother/
Big Sister model.

Even though Tel Aviv has its 

legendary Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir 
Lau (another strong supporter of 
Jay’s work), and is home to more 
synagogues and kosher restaurants 
than New York, the city still has a 
stronger reputation for its beaches 
and parties. Jay laments over Isra-
el’s complacency when it comes to 
Jewish education. A major focus on 
the Am Yisrael Foundation’s efforts 
is not taking for granted the Jewish 
character and Jewish identity of the 
nation. “It is a great investment for the 
future of our people in giving Tel Aviv’s 
young professionals positive Jewish life 
experiences and transformative Jewish 
educational opportunities. Most of Is-
raeli future leaders in politics, business, 
and culture are young Jews living in Tel 
Aviv today. If we care about our Home-
land having a rich Jewish character in 
more than name alone, investing in Tel 
Aviv should to be our main collective 
focus.” The Am Yisrael Foundation 
has developed groundbreaking ini-
tiatives with its Jewish outreach 
efforts. White City Shabbat is the 
main portal for community Shab-
bat life in Tel Aviv, hosting tens of 

thousands of young Jews for Shabbat 
and holiday meals each year. It is so 
important to Jay to reveal the deep 
spiritual potential of what he calls 
“Tel Aviv Ir HaKodesh”, that in 2014 
he set the Guinness Record for the 
World’s Largest Shabbat Dinner. 
Working as Educational Director of 
the Am Yisrael Foundation, Rabbi 
Shlomo Chayen is Tel Aviv’s popular 
young Jewish community leader, 
running a center for beginners Jew-
ish education and the city’s most 
active synagogue, 126 Ben Yehuda 
(126BenYehuda.com) home to hun-
dreds of young Olim & Sabras from 
all backgrounds, religiosities, and 
nationalities. 

A key to the Jay’s strategy is to 
create partnerships between young 
Olim that come to Israel with a 
dedicated passion for Zionism, with 
native-born young Sabras. Together, 
these two populations complement 
each other in ways that have the 
ability to truly “move needles” for 
the positive future of Israel. TLV 
Internationals (LoveTelAviv.com), is 
Israel’s largest Olim community or-

ganization and is the main “welcome 
home” portal for young immigrants. 

When asked to sum up his phi-
losophy, Jay coined the term “Ob-
servant Zionism”. 

“Observant Zionism holds that every 
Jew must take upon himself the mantle of 
mutual responsibility for our home and 
our people. Observant Zionism is the pi-
oneering spirit, vision, and pro-activity 
of reinvigorating our national renais-
sance in Eretz Yisrael. There is no one 
way to observe Zionism, the key is ded-
icated and elevated action. Just like all 
aspects of Jewish life, Observant Zionism 
should take on wonderfully varied forms 
of expression that reflects the individual 
and their unique ability to contribute to 
Am Yisrael. Observant Zionism cannot 
be limited to religious or secular spheres, 
it is part of our romantic, mystical and 
revolutionary national DNA. There has 
never been an easier time in history for 
a Jew to live in the Land of Israel. This 
is your Home, come build it. We have 
spent millenia wanting to build this 
country, now that we are here we must 
get our hands dirty and build a Nation. 
Am Yisrael Chai!”
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W hen Yeshiva Uni-
versity President 
Rabbi Dr. Ari Ber-
man delivered his 
investiture speech 

on September 10 2017, one of his main 
focuses was the five central teachings 
of YU - the Five Torot. The fifth and 
final one was “Torat Tzion,” which 
represents the unwavering commitment 
to the State of Israel and the conviction 
that we all have one common goal, to 
redeem the world and transform it for 
the better.

For over 40 years, the Yeshiva Uni-
versity Israel Campus has been the nu-
cleus from which YU is able to partake 
in the narrative and vision of Yishuv 
Eretz Yisrael. 

To make this vision come to life, YU 
in Israel is the operational base for YU-
Torah.org and YU To-Go publications, 
both of which are utilized by thousands 
worldwide. The campus is also home 
to the RIETS Israel Kollel, averaging 
30 musmachim a year who learn under 
Rosh Kollel Rav Dovid Miller, Sgan 
Rosh Kollel Rav Assaf Bednarsh, and 
other renowned faculty. Every year, 
students of the Wurzweiler School of 
Social Work’s Block Program are able 
to satisfy their volunteer requirements 
in Israel via the Israel campus.

When it comes to programming, YUI 
serves a wide array of its community 
members at all stages of life. Class re-
unions, YUConnects events for singles, 
and scholar-in-residence lectures are 
just a few of the events that take place 
throughout the year. Alumni are wel-
come to learn bein hazmanim at the Kollel 
every summer. Online, alumni can find 

networking opportunities on the YUA-
luminate platform, and can join the new 
network for aliyah-minded individuals 
via Yeshiva University Network in Israel 
for Tomorrow (YUNIT). YU faculty and 
staff take part in various Israel advocacy 
think tanks and conferences across the 
country, from the Knesset to the annual 
diplomacy conference at IDC Herzliya.

Students of the University are also 
involved in Israel’s most pressing and 
impressive initiatives, with a team that 
works hand-in-hand with the Student 
Life and Career Center Offices to create 
winter and summer missions, giving 
students direct contact with Israeli 
innovation.

In January 2018, a dozen students 
visited the campuses of leading global 
hi-tech firms such as Mobileye, Google, 
Checkpoint, and SimilarWeb along with 

13 other organizations and innovation 
leaders in an array of sectors, from ven-
ture capital to biotechnology. Building 
these connections enables students to 
build an even broader and stronger 
professional network in Israel, including 
internships. “The goal of these trips is to 
expose the students to Israeli innovation 
and growth on a grand scale so that they 
gain a better understanding of our na-
tion’s storied tenacity and incomparable 
achievements, and become inspired to 
actualize their own potentials,” said 
Stephanie Strauss, Executive Director 
of Yeshiva University in Israel. 

This summer, 30 students will join 
the ranks of hundreds of YU alumni 
who have run summer camps for at-
risk teens in three periphery towns in 
the South of Israel as participants in 
Counterpoint Israel. For 12 summers, 

a select group of students are trained 
to teach English and create a fun, en-
couraging environment in which teens 
can explore their creativity and talents. 
Whether it’s at art class, a soccer match 
or color war, YU students lead campers 
down the road of self-discovery and 
self-confidence, resulting in bonds that 
last for years to come. In fact, one of the 
most prized outcomes of Counterpoint 
are the bonds built between Israeli and 
American Jewry, which is apparent in 
the ongoing relationships between YU 
and the municipalities of each summer 
camp’s hometown.

Future Endeavors
Thanks to a generous $350,000 

grant awarded by New York State 
Senator Todd Kaminsky (D- Long Is-
land), YU will soon break ground on 
a new project at the Sy Syms School 
of Business that will allow students to 
gain hands-on experience working for 
Israeli startups while providing grow-
ing Israeli companies with a foothold 
in the American market. Called the 
Israel Business Incubator, the venture 
will draw on the University’s unique 
connection with Israel to establish part-
nerships that will both foster the young 
companies’ growth and help students 
build strong networks as undergrad-
uates. YU will create a space on its 
Wilf Campus in New York City where 
Israeli businesses can set up offices, 
staffed by student interns receiving fac-
ulty oversight and academic credit as 
they provide services that range from 
market research to financial forecasting 
and modeling. 

Ultimately, YU in Israel is a re-
flection of decades of dedication to 
upholding its Five Torot, constantly 
asking and reassessing how it can 
provide the Jewish community with 
greater resources for Jews in Israel 
and in the Diaspora, with the goal of 
creating stronger bonds between both. 
As said in Proverbs, “just like water 
reflects the face, so is the heart of man to 
man.” There is an unbreakable bond 
between Jews and the Land of Israel 
that is reflected in the choices we make, 
and YU is committed to exploring how 
we can help Jews in Israel and abroad 
see more of themselves in each other.  

Yeshiva University In Israel 
Fulfilling The Vision Of Yishuv Eretz Yisrael 

By Eliana Sohn

The Caroline and Joseph Gruss Institute of Yeshiva University 
in Israel Campus, Jerusalem.

YU students visiting Google headquarters in Tel Aviv during the 
“Discover Innovation in the start-up nation” trip to Israel, January 2018
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R ecently, it has become a 
national priority to settle 
Israel’s periphery in order 
to increase its Jewish pop-
ulation. Migdal Ha’emek, 

a well-situated community in the 
Lower Galilee between Nazareth and 
Afula, is a prime example. This small 
but rapidly developing township is 
surrounded by forested hills but also 
overlooks the beautiful Jezreel Valley. 
The town numbers approximately 
28,000 people, many of whom origi-
nated in the FSU, others from veteran 
North African immigrant families and 
some English speakers too. 

Here, a group of 45 young reli-
gious families known as the Garin To-
rani Orot Yehuda is making its impact 
felt. This vibrant group of native-born 
Israelis and olim has produced a pos-
itive dynamic. The yeshiva and army 
backgrounds of its members ensure 
that it is well received and able to 
convey a clear Zionist message. An 
oleh of 14 years who is a youthful 

idealistic rabbi, Avraham Lifshitz, 
currently leads the group.

 Some garin members work in 
the field of education while others 
are science graduates, working in 

the hi-tech areas of Migdal Ha’emek, 
Yokneam and Haifa.  Olim in Migdal 
Haemek take an active and leading 
role in the community. Former US 
residents Tova and Rafi, for example, 

work as a teacher and psychologist 
respectively.  Katy and Yoni, a 30’ish 
couple, who made Aliyah from New 
York four years ago, are both phys-
iotherapists. Social worker, Ilan, 
the product of an English-speaking 
home, has voluntarily assumed the 
task of aiding some impoverished 
Bnei Menashe families of Indian ori-
gin in the town. In his spare time, he’s 
active in Sambusek, the garin band. 
Netanel, another English-speaking 
Rabbi, directs the Bnei Akiva youth 
movement activities in the region. 
These young, energetic families keep 
themselves quite busy and have 
brought lots of life and happiness to 
this area.

For those interested in seeing what 
life in Migdal Ha’emek is all about, we 
highly recommend spending a Shabbat 
with the garin. Please email Tova Muller 
and she will make the arrangements: 
iluvisrael14@gmail.com

Go North
Young Families Making A Difference In Northern Israel

By Susan de la Fuente

The children of Migdal Ha'Emek enjoying Jerusalem Day

Young mothers from the Garin of Migdal Ha'Emek
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IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE IN ISRAEL

Great Pay – Excellent Conditions – Fantastic Benefits
JOB TITLE: ENGLISH SPELLING MANAGER FOR SIGNS

JUST ONE SKILL IS REQUIRED: 
YOU MUST KNOW HOW TO SPELL IN ENGLISH!!!

TAKE A LOOK AT THESE 
ACTUAL SIGNS: 

All photographs by 
Shmuel Sackett
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IMMEDIATE EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE IN ISRAEL

Great Pay – Excellent Conditions – Fantastic Benefits
JOB TITLE: ENGLISH SPELLING MANAGER FOR SIGNS
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IHOP 
Israel’s Happy Olim Page

Aaron and Aliza Menche with their 
daughter who is serving in the IDF

Aaron; “I met my wife in high 
school. She said that before dating, she 
needed to know that I was committed 
to making Aliyah. I had no idea what 
that was - but being a teenage boy – I 
said of course! 37 years later I was able 
to keep that promise. During that 
time we followed a plan. We gave our 
children Israeli names, took the family 
to Israel every chance we could and 
even sent the kids to camp in Israel 
almost every summer. We bought our 
house 15 years before we were ready 
to move.

The future of our people is being 
decided in Israel… right now! You can 
choose to watch it or to be part of it. 
We chose the latter. As an Orthodox 
Jew I believe all of us should be in 
one of two places, making Aliyah or 
thinking about making Aliyah. If, for 
whatever reason, it is not possible for 
you at this time, then do everything 
you can to encourage your children 
and grandchildren. 

AARON AND ALIZA MENCHE 
From Manhattan 

to Herziliya

MORDECHAI SOPHER 
Personal Trainer and 

Sports Teacher

After growing up in Los Angeles, I 
decided after high school to come on 
a year program in Israel.  During that 
year, I realized that my dream was to 
settle and build a family in Israel.  I 
am proudly living that dream today 
as I have made Aliyah, served in the 
IDF as a combat lone soldier, and am 
living with my wife and two children 
in Shaalvim.  There is no better place 
to live, raise a family, and be a proud 

Jew than here in Eretz Yisrael!  

IVAN AND MYRNA BINUN 
Goodbye South Africa, Hello Israel!

30 years ago we left our luxurious 
home and lifestyle in South Africa and 
were privileged to arrive to our natural 
Jewish habitat… our beloved Holy Land 
– Eretz Yisrael! We felt fulfilled, alive, 
happy, vibrant and so lucky and proud! 
Life has never been better! Thank you 
Hashem. Thank you Israel!

RABBI CHAIM MALINOWITZ 
Rav of Bais Tefila Yona Avraham 

(Ramat Bet Shemesh) and 
Senior Editor, ArtScroll Shas

After spending the first 21 years of 
our married life in Monsey, my wife 
and I decided that it was time to live 
where HaShem wants Jews to live, and 
yes, we’re moving to Eretz Yisrael! Also, 
we felt intuitively that it was impossible 
to ignore the obvious—that there was a 
process of masses of Jews returning to 
live in Eretz Yisrael after 2,000 years, and 
we wanted, badly, to be part of that pro-
cess. It took us a year to disengage from 
all our Monsey activities—but the time 
flew in our anticipation! We came ten-
tatively, on Rosh Chodesh Av; we had 
a general game-plan for parnassah, but 
nothing really firm. By Sukkos –well, 
let’s just say we kept “one-day Yom 
Tov”! We now eagerly await the other 
half of world Jewry to make a physical 
and spiritual aliyah!

DID YOU KNOW 
THIS ABOUT ISRAEL?

THE AVERAGE ULPAN CLASS 
FOR NEW OLIM HAS JEWS FROM 

16 
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES!

OF PLACES MENTIONED IN TANACH 
WERE LIBERATED IN THE 6 DAY WAR

93% 

People ask; “ Was there ever a Jewish 
community in Gaza?” Well, consider this: The 
famous Shabbat songs Yom Ze Mechubad 
and Kah Ribbon Olam were written by Rabbi 
Yisrael Najara, chief Rabbi of… Gaza! He 
lived in Tzefat and then became the chief 
Rabbi in Gaza in the 1600’s. He is buried in 

the Jewish cemetery in Gaza.

A recent interview given in Israel by the owner of the 
“Café Café” chain stated that he is in the process of 
changing all his restaurants to become Shomer Shabbat 
and kosher. He said that every single one which switched 
over is bringing in more revenue during 6 days of 

business that what they used to do in 7. 

THE RAMBAN IS BURIED NEXT TO 
MA’ARAT HA’MACHPELA IN HEBRON

There is a rule in Israel that a company must 
give an employee 7 days off from work to 
sit shiva, if he/she chooses to do so. These 
7 days are not to be deducted from the 
employee’s vacation, sick or personal days. 
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